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Covill launches bid to keep county seat

By VICTORIA SHERIDAN

District 2 County Legislator Kitley
Covill, who was elected to her first term
on the Board of Legislators in 2017, has
launched her campaign for reelection.

Ms. Covill, a Democrat, and the Lew-
isboro Democrats’ candidates for town
posts held a joint kickoff event in Gold-
ens Bridge on June 23, which was also
attended by County Executive George
Latimer and State Sen. Peter Harckham.

‘Parks, in general,
are my passion.’

— COouNTY LEGISLATOR
KitLey CoviLL

At that event, speakers called on vol-
unteers to take on an aggressive get-out-
the-vote effort to get Ms. Covill reelect-
ed, noting that Democrat voter turnout
tends to decline in off years.

“We have to keep that turnout going,
and the way we do that is through the
enthusiasm of a lot of people knocking
on a lot of doors,” Mr. Harckham told
attendees. “And with your energy, and
with Kitley’s record, and with Kitley’s
smarts, we're going to get her back. But
we take nothing for granted.”

Ms. Covill, who grew up in Pound
Ridge, later moved to Lewisboro and
currently resides in Katonah, represents
the towns of Bedford, Lewisboro, Pound
Ridge, Mount Kisco, North Salem and
part of Somers.

Ms. Covill's two major priorities when
she came into office were restoring the
Merestead historic site and environ-
mental conservation, she said in an in-
terview with The Record-Review earlier
this month.

In April, Ms. Covill celebrated the
county’s approval of more than $2 mil-
lion in funding for a project to renovate
Merestead, which sits on the border of
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Kitley Covill holds up a piece of polystyrene at a press conference in Katonah this week
to announce new county legislation banning the material in food packaging.

Bedford and Mount Kisco. The county
took full ownership of the site in the
early 2000s.

In order to finance further improve-
ments — such as renovating the farm-
house, hiring a cultural planner, repair-
ing the sewers and providing potable
water on-site, the county is looking to
auction off some of the valuable fur-
nishings and decorative items that once
belonged to the former owners of the
Merestead mansion.

“Those are tough tax dollars to put on
the backs of our taxpayers,” Ms. Covill
said of the Merestead project costs.

Ms. Covill also discussed her involve-
ment in the committee to reinstate Artin
the Parks at the Ward Pound Ridge Res-

ervation, with the help of the Friends of
Trailside Museum. She added that Mus-
coot Farm in Katonah was on her radar
for improvement projects as well.

“Parks, in general, are my passion,”
Ms. Covill said.

As part of her environmental advocacy
on the board, Ms. Covill noted her co-
sponsorship (along with County Legis-
lator Nancy Barr) of the recently-passed
law banning polystyrene — commonly
known as Styrofoam — takeout food
containers, coffee cups and other uten-
sils used for prepared foods at restau-
rants and food vendors in Westchester.
The legislature voted unanimously to
approve the bill June 3, and Mr. Latimer
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signed it into law June 14.

Ms. Covill, Mr. Latimer and other lo-
cal leaders organized a press conference
to mark the law’s passage on Wednesday
at The Reading Room in Katonah. Ms.
Covill discussed the environmental haz-
ards presented by polystyrene, which is
not compostable or recyclable.

“It just breaks down into smaller and
smaller pieces,” Ms. Covill said at the
conference, holding up a piece of poly-
styrene she had found on the ground
outside her home shortly before the
event. “And this is a very small piece
that will live in our environment for a
bazillion years.”

Ms. Covill also introduced legislation
co-sponsored with Ms. Barr to regulate
the single-use plastic bags in the coun-
ty. However, the state has since passed
its own plastic bag ban. Officials in the
county and its municipalities are work-
ing through the differences in the legis-
lation to determine future local policies.

Ms. Covill noted in her interview with
The Record-Review that she sits on the
board’s Social Services and Legislative
committees, “so every piece of legisla-
tion comes through me,” she said.

Though the board primarily consists
of Democrats — of the 17 legislators,
three are Republicans and one is Con-
servative — Ms. Covill said “every-
body is very collegial,” and often able
to negotiate to reach agreements when
revising proposed legislation. This was
the case with the polystyrene law, Ms.
Covill said, which passed unanimously.

Last month, Ms. Covill noted, she
joined Conservative legislator Margaret
Cunzio in co-sponsoring a bill intended
to improve and update the processes by
which pawn shops must report to law
enforcement that they have been sold
stolen goods.

Citing another priority, Ms. Covill
said she, along with Bedford town offi-
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State Sen. Peter Harckham with Ms. Covill at a campaign kickoff event for her in Goldens

Bridge on June 23.

cials and state legislators, has been urg-
ing state leaders to address unsafe con-
ditions on Interstate 684.

“We couldn’t be pushing more if we
tried,” she said of the efforts to secure
funding for repairs on the 1.5-mile por-
tion of the interstate running north to
Exit 6 in Katonah.

She also noted she met with the CEO
of New York State Electric and Gas, Carl
Taylor, to discuss grievances from cus-
tomers in her constituency regarding re-
sponse times, communications and tree
trimming following storms and power
outages during the winter and spring of
2018.

In the past year, she said she has no-
ticed significant improvements in NY-
SEG’s tree-trimming practices. While
not without problems, the program
seems to have left fewer customers with

tree sections that are too big to remove
from their properties on their own, she
said.

She noted that storms in 2019 were
much milder than last year’s, so it is un-
clear whether NYSEG has adopted other
recommendations to improve local re-
sponse times.

Ms. Covill said she views the role of
a county legislator, in part, as one of a
facilitator.

She encourages constituents to con-
tact her with any concerns. Even if
those issues don’t fall under the purview
of the county or the Board of Legisla-
tors, Ms. Covill said she can help con-
nect residents with the right person or
agency who will be able to assist them.

“That’s a great thing to be able to do,
to know who to call,” Ms. Covill said.

She will appear on the ballot Nov. 5.



